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This art projects guidebook opens the door to new adventure in art... geared to match 
the age level of the young artists, and correlated with classroom curriculum. Included are 


step-by-step instructions, materials and medium suggestions, as well as basic shape illustra- 
tions. The broad seope of art projects includes sketch and design, color, crayon techniques, 
group activities, printing and stenciling, painting, paper ideas, chalk and charcoal, pastels, 
mobiles, stitchery, pasting, sculpture, gifts, spatter and sponge fun, three-dimension, real ma- 
terial applications, and projects that apply art to daily life. 


The grade levels are each unique, advancing gradually in art learning and observation, 
discovery and challenge. Imaginative freedom and the encouragement of individual talent are 
emphasized. Materials and mediums are proven but the unusual projects inspire originality in 


art expression. 


FEGGRREA DCSIZIS  .....002 cnr cegeafernstarsanrqneavinssvecs 4 
India Ink-Crayon Pet Paintings ............... D 
SPCR  PPEOCUIT OS ih cc ccd cageassntgcdroges dedewtedes neanune 6 
Our Family ............... Bice dys beat ete tecaade ances enna) 7 
RP NEE CPO si ncn siarsadnwntora neatanenecrnnadingvnraraceetass 8 
Cookie ‘Cutter Printing ...........c.cccccsscsssseccenes 9 
dee SS CAP CUS. cscogvcscenosseea mpcecammerimennyaans 10 
lfmaerative Painting ..:.:......ciciauscdeawatee LL 
Vatentune Paper Fan °........2....cisstsetiiene.. 12 
Mosa@ie JMotif Designs: ................c:cccpecesesessees 13 
The tity by Day and Night <icsc.ihececinen 14 
rive) ee C008 20) Malis” ar a ae ao ere Fy 15 
a SS sic cveuysdcevsnndtansecstacdapienesanvavevion 16 


PORE IID ISS osc Svcs ensnienegcasccsdacecsncecasedesdsvervnenses 17 


StiteMeey On, BTAA, icciepenccnnwcvsannccnsarennsnicenzon 19 
MW y FAVOR oicclicaiisccais ves vndasonnossnerssvih sens 20 
Wea tilly My Gem Wn. Fonts disp ncsrenonseesazpniore 21 
Se Ca eins sets sagan rts Bagg nes 22 
Birds in Sara @astine ee. . 2... ste mu 
A Nose tay TOP Deere oon c es cescntderaiinarsaskorees 24 
Flowers in Sponge Painting ....... ee 25 
Mexian Haclegia: - 8 ciiitiasiccc nc frct oddvegtiens 26 
Fluttering Moths—Everywherte ............... Zt 
COttOn: LAB <a cvnnensnattindariniiune seahenies oceania 28 
Leaf Buds and. Blossoms. ............46....<Alce Sena ao 
Contrast. Flash: Cards \.......1...i0.jn-.eegeeees 30 
HOD DY RGBOT WG ono occas jecracuceesassnerses da sanan eqns 31 
EDGED ESQ RES Soiaicvansctvennianeciiewsasis usesibaceebelibann sens 32 


REPEATED DESIGNS 


Discuss with the class how repeated de- 
Signs are used for decoration on many objects 
in everyday use (on dinnerware, shelf paper, 
gift paper, wallpaper, border prints, etc.). 
Explain to the children that a repeated de- 
sign is one that duplicates a motif. Allow the 
children to experiment on drawing paper, 
making repeated designs with crayon. When 
each child has chosen a design, pass out book- 
mark-sized pieces of paper. Each child might 
make several bookmarks to be used in his 
textbooks, using tempera to paint the back- 
ground and adding cut-paper details which 
are pasted to it. 


PAINT BACKGROUND 


ADD CUT-PAPER DETAILS 


SKETCH-DESIGN 


INDIA INK-CRAYON 
PET PAINTINGS 


Discuss the primary colors — red, yellow 
and blue. Explain to the class that by inter- 
mixing these basic colors many hues can be 
obtained. By adding black or white, any 
shade, tint or tone is possible. Equal parts of 
the three primary colors produce brown. Pre- 
pare for this art project by laying out cray- 
ons, ink and white drawing paper. Have each 
child tell about a pet and then make a crayon 
drawing, pressing heavily with the crayons. 
Lay the drawing on newspapers and brush 
India ink over the entire paper. Another ver- 
sion might be to cover the paper with crayon 
blendings. Use a pointed tool to scratch a 
drawing of a pet. 


CRAYON - INDIA INK 


SCRATCH DESIGN 


HOW TO JOIN 


MATERIALS NEEDED SHADOW PICTURES WITH TAPE 


Striking shadow pictures would make an 
interesting room border, hall decoration or 
lunchroom exhibit. To make shadow pictures, 
tape two pieces of construction paper to- 
gether (one black and one gray). Cut on the 
fold, mount against acrayon background. Dis- 
cuss shadawat een eF ane AoE when they HOW TO CUT 
are long, etc., with the class. 


OTHER EXAMPLES 


6 CRAYON 
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MATERIALS 
PAPER 


WHITE \\ COLORED 
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SCISSORS 


CRAYONS 


PASTE 


OUR FAMILY 
A CRAYON-CUTTING PROJECT 


Discuss the holidays of the year — espe- 
cially those that are centered around family 
activities. Discuss places that the family is 
apt to go to together, such as church, relative 
visits, etc. Have each child draw his family, 
using crayons for outlines and filling in some 
areas solid. Prepare a background sketch that 
shows the place where the family is going. 
Cut out the family figures and paste them to 
the background. The background paper might 
be a solid color for contrast and the details 
could be added with crayon. 
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Draw 
family. 
Color 
with 
crayons. 


* 
CUT OUT 
Cut out 

family 

figures. 


SKETCH 


Sketch 
background 
details. 
Mount 
figures. 


CRAYON 
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OUR POST OFFICE 


An interesting group project might be a 
mural of the local post office painted in tem- 
pera by the class. A mailbox made by the 
teacher will encourage the children to write 
practice letters and “mail” them to other 
members of the class. Correct letter form, 
sentence structure, and properly addressed 
envelopes should be discussed in advance. 


HOW TO MAKE 
MAILBOX 


CARTON 
MAILBOX MURAL 


GROUP PROJECTS 


MATERIALS 
COOKIE CUTTERS 
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SHALLOW PAN 
WATER COLORS 
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BRUSHES <> 


TEMPERA 
PAPER, NEWSPAPER 


COOKIE CUTTER PRINTING 


Ask the children to bring cookie cutters 
from home. Use tape to identify the owners. 
Discuss holidays—noting which colors make 
you think of Halloween, the Fourth of July, 
etc. Display colored papers and relate defi- 
nite colors with specific holidays. Use large 
brushes to make washes of watercolor in 
broad strokes across watercolor paper. Place 
tempera paints in shallow pans. Dip the 
cookie cutters into the paint and print in all- 
over effect on the watercolor backgrounds. 
Several applications for these lovely papers 
are suggested. A room border of the designs 
would be most effective as a display medium. 


STEPS 


Lay paper 
on. Newspaper. 
Blend 

watercolor ae 
background. oS 


Print with 
cookie cutters. 
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PRINTING-STENCIL 


A DAY AT THE CIRCUS 


Bright tempera paintings with a circus 
theme will make attractive room decorations. 
Allow each child to paint his favorite circus 
character. Encourage the use of vivid colors 
and bright backgrounds. Ask each child to 
explain what his painting portrays and why 
he chose it for his subject matter. 


10 PAINTING 


IMAGINATIVE PAINTING 


Discuss spring winds and how they affect 
the patterns of clouds and also how breezes 
ripple and form whitecaps on open water. 
Ask the children if they have ever heard the 
song of the wind and have them imitate the 
sounds that they have heard. Have them bend 
and twist to represent trees that are tossed 
by winds—both gentle and stormy. Stimulate 
imaginations by playing records that repre- 
sent the sound of wind or waves. 


o Spread newspapers on the floor and lay 
large sheets of drawing paper on the news- 
papers. Allow the class complete freedom to 
paint an imaginative cloud or water move- 
ment. Encourage large sweeping movements 
of the arm. Each child might choose several 
colors, placing them in pans, such as those © 
that he feels his painting requires. Mount 
the completed paintings on bright-colored 
construction paper. 


MATERIALS COMPLETED PAINTINGS 
TEMPERA 


NEWSPAPERS 


11 PAINTING 


VALENTINE PAPER 


Paper lace doilies are the featured mate- 
rial for this attractive art project. Each child 
will need one half of a round paper doily, one 
place mat-sized doily, and one piece each of 
red and white construction paper. Cut the 
white paper to the same size and shape as the 
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f\ FAN WALL DECORATION 


half piece of paper doily, fold in pleats to 
form a fan. Mount the fan against the piece 
of red construction paper, then paste this to 
the place mat-sized doily. Each child might 
letter an appropriate message and add a piece 
of paper ribbon for a hanger. 
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MATERIALS 


PENCILS 


SCISSORS 


COLORED PAPERS 
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Show the class examples of mosaic-style 
artwork. Explain how the total effect is com- 
posed of many small pieces. Ask for ideas as 
to what type of motif would be effective if 
done in mosaic style. Follow the steps shown 
to have the project extend over a number of 
days. 


First Day—Provide colored papers and have 
the class tear mosaic pieces, first tearing 
several to show a desirable size. 


Seconp Day—Draw a shape on heavyweight 
drawing paper and cut out. 


Tuirp Day—Completely cover the basic shape 
with mosaic pieces, pasting them in place 
a few at a time. 


FourtH Day—Turn the basic shape to the re- 
verse side and trim off any mosaic pieces 
that extend beyond the edges. Mount the 
mosaic-covered shape on a contrasting or 
harmonious construction paper back- 
ground. 
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STEPS 


Ist Day—Tear Peed 
mosaic pieces. AD 


aA nas 


2nd Day—Draw 


basic shape, 
cut ouf. ; - <4 


3rd Day—Cover 
shape with 
mosaic pieces. 


Ath Day—Trim 
mosaic and 
mount. 
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MATERIALS NEEDED 
CONSTRUCTION PAPER 


ROLL PAPER 


CHALK =—— 


THE CITY BY NIGHT AND DAY 


Two classroom bulletin boards feature 
murals prepared by the class. Divide the 
class into two groups, one to work on each 
mural. Both murals are prepared in the same 
manner. A pastel chalk background should 
be done first, then add cut-paper buildings. 
Sticker stars might be added to the night sky. 


TOOLS NEEDED 


SCISSORS 


PASTE 
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MATERIALS AN ANIMAL SAW ca STEPS 
1—Lay box on 
BOXES DELIGHTFUL CHALK IMPRESSIONS — =2P2","2" 
OF ANIMALS IN NATURAL SETTINGS | 
2—Cut paper. 
Draw a 
chalk-scene 


SCISSORS 


CHALK 


LE 


PENCILS 


Have each child bring a shoe box or sim- 
ilar type box from home. The outside of it 
might be painted or covered with solid-color 
paper. Lay the box on white drawing paper 
and trace around it. Cut out this piece and 
make a chalk drawing of a background that 
is suited to the type of animal that the child 
wishes to portray. Paste the completed back- 
ground inside the box. Draw an animal and 
color it with chalk. Cut out this animal shape 
and paste it inside the box. Arrange the boxes 
in a row to display the animals in natural 
settings. 


setting and 
paste inside 
box. 


3—Draw 
animal, 
color. 

4—Paste animal 


in the box, 


against the 

background ge 

setting. EF 
EZ 
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SAFETY SIGNALS 


Teach traffic safety rules with safety signal 
mobiles. Ask the children to bring milk car- 
tons to school. Cover the cartons with black 
construction paper or tempera paint. Make 
red and green disks and light shields and 
fasten to carton with library paste. Punch 
hole to hang the signal. A paper tube may be 
inserted to simulate a pole. Discuss on what 
color light they should walk and when to 
walt. 


MATERIALS NEEDED 
MILK CARTON 


SHIELD SHAPES 


PAPER DISKS 


16 MOBILES 


CHRISTMAS TREE 


MOBILES WITH 
CUT-OUT CENTERS 


HAVE COLLAGE DECORATIONS 


From lightweight tagboard cut the basic 
tree shapes, choosing a design similar to those 
shown. Punch through the center with sharp 
shears and then have each child cut out an 
opening, cautioning them to stay away from 
the edges. The Christmas tree is then deco- 
rated with cut paper, popcorn strings, yarn, 


braid, etc., and some pieces may be suspended, 


as shown, on thread through punched holes. 
The Sugarplum Tree might be prepared for 
a party with gum and candies tied on it. The 
rocket might have paper clips, buttons, brads, 
and aluminum foil exhaust added. 
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OTHER VERSIONS 


SUGARPLUM 
TREE 


MOBILES 


MATERIALS NEEDED 


a 
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DECORATIVE STITCHERY 


Creative wall hangings would make attrac- 
tive gifts for Mother’s Day. Arrange a table 
with lengths of bright-colored yarns, cords, 
fringes, braids and sewing trims. Let the chil- 
dren choose several pieces to create a chicken 
design. Designs should be sketched before 
the stitching is begun. Instruct the children 
in sewing safety, and these rules should be 
reviewed before each art session. Cloth edges 
might be finished by fringing or “pinking” 
as Shown here. 
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TOOLS NEEDED 


STITCHERY ON BURLAP 


Discuss stitchery, and various types of em- 
broidery stitches might be demonstrated. 
However, this is to stimulate interest, as 
simple cross stitch will be used. Provide each 
child with a burlap background, either natu- 
ral or colored. Design motif and cut out. Pin 
to the felt and cut it out. White glue is used 
to hold the felt to the burlap. To complete 
the design, cross stitches are added as desired. 


STEPS 


1—Draw design on 
paper, cut out. 


2—Pin design to felt, 
cut out, following 
outlines. 


3—Glue felt to burlap. 


4—Add random 


cross stitches. 
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MATERIALS 


CORD 
THREAD, 


TAGBOARD 


STITCHERY 
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“MY FAVORITE BIRD" 


The class will enjoy portraying their favor- 
ite birds in paper overlay. After the children 
have chosen the type of bird they would like 
to do, cut many feather shapes of the appro- 
priate colors. Paste the feathers in overlay- 


ing rows to the background to form the basic 
body shape. Add construction paper twig, 
eye, beak and feet. 


20 PASTING 


WATCH MY GARDEN GROW 


MATERIALS An interesting pasting project features pre- 3—Draw, color 
tend vegetables that “grow” in a box-top gar- with crayon, 
den. Prepare the box as directed, decorating and cut out 
to resemble a miniature garden plot. The vegetables and 

Xx vegetables are drawn on lightweight tag- paste toa 
SHOE BO board and are colored with crayons, and then cardboard tab. 


cut out. Add cardboard tabs to the vegetables 
so that they may be pulled upward to simu- 
late growth. 


COLORED PAPER STEPS 


SEED AND VEGETABLE 
CATALOGS 


CARDBOARD TAB 


4—Make slits in 
box as shown, 
insert vegetables. 


Pe §6©6©SCISSORS 3 
CRAYONS ee ae 2—Decorate box 
"TEMPERA bottom brown. SD icend’ caper 
BRUSHES ~=&> PASTE and tempera. 


21 PASTING 


SOAP CARVING 


Soap carving is a medium that even the 
youngest child will enjoy. Demonstrate be- 
fore the class the three steps of soap carving. 
Explain to the children that many tools might 
be used for carving (orange sticks, table 
knives, and stencil equipment). Encourage 
the children to add many textures, using pen- 
cils and combs. The children will find choos- 
ing a design much easier if a general topic is 
given (such as transportation as shown here). 


— Oo 
ee) 2—TRACE 


toe 


3—CARVE 


1—SKETCH 


22 SCULPTURE 


PIE PLATE 
i" 
- PLASTER| 


WHITE SAND | OF PARIS 


}s 


CONTAINERS 


BIRDS IN CASTING 


The class will enjoy an experiment in sand 
casting. The completed bird designs may be 
used as tiles or plaques. Prepare all materials 
and determine the number of days that the 
process will take. Premix the wet sand and 
then place a measured amount in the alumi- 
num pie plates. The design is made with blunt 
carving tools to shape the wet sand. The sand 
may be allowed to dry, but preferably the 
plaster of Paris is poured at once into the 
sand mold to avoid cracking or disturbance 
of the design. Fill the pie plate to the top 
with the plaster of Paris mixture. Allow to 
set until hard. Turn the mold over and brush 
off the sand. The plaques or tiles may be 
painted with tempera and preserved with 
plastic spray. Gummed picture hangers may 
be added to the backs if the plaques are to 
be hung. 
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STEPS 


Put wet sand in 
aluminum plate, 
keep half inch 

from top. 
Carve design in “Sag 
the wet sand. ie 


Pour plaster of 
Paris on sand 
mold, fill to top, 
allow to set, turn 
over, clean 


off sand. 


SCULPTURE 


MATERIALS. NEEDED 


A \ 


COMPLETED NOSEGAY 


A NOSEGAY FOR MOTHER 


Lovely nosegay sachets can easily be made 
for gifts. Lace two paper doilies together with 
paper ribbon. Before tying the bow, insert 
a piece of cotton scented with perfume. Pa- 
per or felt cut in flower shapes may be pasted 
to the top doily. The nosegays might be used 
as Christmas or Mother’s Day gifts. Hearts 
might be used for valentines. 


/ 


RIBBON , 
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DISPLAY OF SPONGE-PRINTED FLOWER DESIGNS 


FLOWERS IN SPONGE PRINTING 


This project is easy to do and requires sim- 
ple materials. Glue sponges to the bottom of 
cellulose foam blocks or to wood scrap blocks. 
First, however, they should be cut in the 
shape of leaves, stems, petals, flower centers 
or flowerpots. Have the children dip the 
sponges in tempera paint and print on back- 


grounds such as those suggested above. Allow 
the children freedom in placing the motifs 
as they desire. The sponges may be cut with 
scissors by the children or prepared in ad- 
vance by the teacher. The motifs below could 
be traced or others originated as desired. Sev- 
eral applications of sponge printing are sug- 
gested. 


BASIC PATTERN SHAPES 


LEAF STEM ) 
PETAL 


CENTERS 


FLOWERPOT 


SPATTER-SPONGE 
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MEXICAN HACIENDA 


| \ Colorful room borders can be made by 

<\ mounting haciendas against bright lengths 

Q of crepe paper. Freehand hacienda shapes 

should be cut from brown construction paper. 

D Discuss how each hacienda might vary (cut- 

| paper pottery, door drapes, windows, etc.). 

Crepe paper fringe should be added to give 

the roof a 3-dimensional effect. Children 

might be asked to bring items from Mexico 

MEXICAN VILLAGE to display and a story might be read to de- 
ROOM BORDER scribe everyday life in Mexico. 
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INDIVIDUAL 
HACIENDA 


SUGGESTED 
MOTH SHAPE 


FOLD 


HANGING VERSION 
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FLUTTERING MOTHS 
~EVERYWHERE! 


Show the class pictures and clippings of 
moths and butterflies, but point out the dif- 
ferences in the two types of insects. Have 
each child provide a clothespin to use as the 
body for a moth. Paint the clothespin in a 
suitable color and add a pipe cleaner an- 
tenna. Thumbtacks are used for eyes. Cut out 
a tagboard moth wing shape, cutting on the 
fold so the wings are identical. Add cut-paper 
markings which would be characteristic of 
the moth family. Paste the moth to the 
clothespin body. Suspend with a thread or 
set on a table or shelf as a decorative object. 


MATERIALS 


PIPE CLEANERS COLORED PAPERS 


a —— 
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CLOTHESPINS PASTE TEMPERA 


SILT im 3 
1—Paint clothespin. 


2—Add pipe cleaner 
antenna and 
thumbtack eyes. 


3—Cut out moth 
shape, add cut- 
paper designs. 


4—Paste moth to 
clothespin. 


PLACECARD | OR ‘CENTERPIECE VERSION 
3-DIMENSION 


Little \ambs 
5 bee and Fun 


In the tn 
Beneath the suf 


BACKGROUND PAPER LAMB PARTS 


COTTON LAMBS TO TOUCH 


Spring is an appropriate time to make this ©) 
darling project. Have each child paste a large 
piece of sheet cotton to a bright piece of con- 
struction paper. Add cut-paper lamb parts. 
The children should be encouraged to feel 
the cotton and describe the texture. When 
the children have done this they may write 
a four-line poem about a lamb and print it 


on the construction paper background. : 4 | 
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MATERIALS 


TREE OR SHRUB TWIGS 


BROWN CRAYON 


=e DRY TEMPERA 


PAPER 


POPCORN 
CORNFLAKES 
WHEAT CEREAL 


PASTE 


N 


LEAF BUDS AND BLOSSOMS 


FROM CEREAL AND POPCORN 


Discuss trees in the wintertime—how the 
branches are leafless and bare. Tell about the 
transformation that spring brings; how dor- 
mant brown buds burst into leaves and blos- 
soms. Draw attention to the growth pattern 
of twigs by showing real branches. Point out 
that the tree trunk is the thickest part of the 
tree, the branches are the next in width, and 
that twigs and branch twigs grow increas- 
ingly smaller. Have each child draw twigs 
on two pieces of paper. Add cereal flakes; 
either corn, wheat, or puffed varieties to re- 
semble dormant buds. These may be held in 
place with paste. Add popcorn (shaken 
in a bag with powdered red tempera to simu- 
late pink blossoms) to the second branch 
sketch. 


a? 


STEPS 


draw tree 
branches. 


Add cereal flakes 

to one 

background. oe 
a ot 


Add popcorn to 
second 
background. 
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REAL MATERIALS 
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CONTRAST FLASH CARDS 


Learning to describe objects is elementary 
to creative writing. Flash cards will help the 
class to visualize contrasts in everyday ob- 
jects. Cut-paper details pasted to heavy- 
weight tagboard will make attractive flash 
cards. Have the children take turns holding 
up flash cards for the class to identify. En- 
courage the children to add new flash cards 
to the set, each card illustrating another con- 
trast. 


USING ART IN DAILY LIFE 


~HOBBY RECORD FOLDERS 


Have a class discussion centered on hob- 
bies and ask the children to show any they 
may have. Perhaps children from a higher 
grade could be asked to “show and tell” what 
their hobbies are. Have each child decide 
what hobby he might portray—either one 
that he now has, or one that interests him. 
Provide two pieces of tagboard for each child 


3] 


(9” x 12”) and have the class use favorite 
mediums to make a hobby design on the 
cover. Names could be added to either the 
front or back cover. Provide 8%” x 11” paper 
for insides pages on which clippings or hobby 
items may be pasted. Staple the pages and 
covers together, or punch and lace with yarn 
or ribbon. 


USING ART IN DAILY LIFE 
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